Via Baltica along
road S-8 will cut key
dispersal corridors

for large mammals

The planned route of the Via Baltica highway (S-8) will go through a region of high biodiversity
and well-preserved ecosystems. The area is inhabited by important populations of large and
medium-sized mammals listed in the Annex Il of the Habitat Directive: wolves, Eurasian lynx,
European bison, otter and beaver. Some of them are priority species.

A big barrier
The future preservation of mammal populations depends mainly on the maintenance of the
connections among subpopulations. The planned highway and the intensive traffic would act as
an impassable barrier to animal movements, migration and dispersal. It will slice mammal
territories and finally divide and isolate those populations on both sides of the highway. The
effects could be especially negative for the large predators: wolf and lynx (about 120 and 60
individuals in the region, respectively"). The viability of their populations will be seriously
threaten in a long-term. It could be

expected that large predators will become
rare or even disappear in the west regions
of the planned route in a period of decades.
This “barrier” effect will also affect other
mammal species of conservation concern
like moose, as well as amphibians and
reptiles. Mitigation measures are absolutely
not enough to stop fragmentation and
isolation of populations®.
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Blocking dispersal corridors

The Via Baltica along S-8 is cutting
two main key dispersal corridors for
mammals which currently keep
connected the Augustéw and
Knyszyn Forests with the Biebrza
marshes and other natural areas
further west (see map). Knyszyn
Forest is being slowly recolonized
by European bison from Bia owie a
Forest. This fact is extremely
important due to the low genetic
variability of the species. The
planned highway will represent an
additional obstacle to this natural
expansion of the bison population.
In general, all large mammal
populations will be seriously
affected if the Via Baltica will be built
along the S-8 road.
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